'MARSH   THISTLE,   Clrslum palustre (L.) Scop.

341. Marsh Thistle, Cjnium palustre (L.) Scop, (X i);
stiff-growing annual or biennial, variable in height up to abo
4J ft.; stems mostly unbranched except at the top, close
ribbed and beset with prickles; leaves narrowly lanceolate
outline to linear, 'pinnately lobed, the lobes ending in very shaj
prickles, thinly cobwebby below; flower-heads usually 3 or mo
in the axils of the leaves and crowded towards the top at
making the plant appear top-heavy; heads almost sessile c
the common short stalk, about 1 in. long and as much in diam
bracts of the involucre very numerous, narrow, with sharp tij
and woolly margins; flowers purple, all tubular; corolla (
X 4) slender, 5-lobed; anthers (B, X 3) connate, with hah
filaments and with tails; stigma (C, X 10) with a ring of haii
around the base; achene (D, X 5) glabrous, crowned by seven
circles of feather-like (plumose) bristles (E, X 6) (famii
Comjpositae).

Grows in marshy fields and meadows, often at a spot where
spring of water occurs, flowering in summer; widely distribute
in the northern hemisphere as far as Asiatic Russia.

Thistles belong to the Daisy family, Compositae, but, unlik
the Daisy, there are no ray-flowers in the flower-heads, all bein
tubular, as shown in the drawing. In the dim past, perhaf
millions of years ago, when the ancestors of the Composite
were beginning to change their inflorescence (collection ,c
flowers) into their flower-head as we know it to-day, the flower
were probably arranged in a loose elongated spike, each with
bract below, and the calyx was not much modified, certainly nc
into the bristly, feathery thing shown in the drawing. As mor
crowding took place on the shortening of the axis, the oute
flowers became modified into strap-shaped bodies in order t<
continue to attract insects.

180